
Preparing for Small Group: Read the passage below, and answer the following questions.
(1) What do these verses tell me about God?
(2) What do these verses tell me about sinful humanity?
(3) What do these verses tell me about Jesus?
(4) What does God want me to know?
(5) What does God want me to do?
____________________________________________________________________________

“Counterfeit or Real?”
Acts 8:9-25

Main Idea: The power of God isn’t for sale; it’s a free gift that’s only received through true faith.

TRUTHS about the power of God:
The power of the enemy often masquerades as the power of God (9-11).

Simon didn’t do things by God and for God; instead, Simon was a magician, who 
practiced magic that was in opposition to the genuine work of God. Making matters worse, 
Simon was not only called “great” by the people who associated him with the power of God — 
perhaps some regarded him as a god — but Simon also called himself “great!” What was so 
dangerous with Simon was that people associated Simon’s wondrous works with the work of 
God, and Simon let them make this grave mistake! In this example of Simon, God gave us 
some keys to help us distinguish the power of the enemy from the power of God. One key is 
that the power of the enemy is always self-serving and glory seeking. Simon wasn’t interested in 
God’s glory. He was interested in his own glory! Second, the power of the enemy is always 
focused on religious experiences rather than a life of simple relationship. The people were 
drawn to Simon because of the experience and excitement of what he did, which did nothing to 
lead them to a relationship with their one, true God.
1. What is blasphemy? How is blasphemy connected to what’s going on with Simon and the 

Samaritans in these verses?
2. Does the power of the enemy still masquerade as the power of God today? If so, how?
3. Simon did incredible things that the people loved to experience and associated with the work 

of God. What does this warn us about when it comes to religious experience and signs and 
wonders still today?

The power of God in the Gospel of Jesus is the power over the enemy in the world 
(12-13).

While God was casting out demons and healing the sick through Philip and the apostles, 
God made it clear that it was the simple message of the Gospel that had the power to defeat the 
counterfeit Gospel of the enemy in the hearts of those who truly believed. Men and women, 
upon hearing the good news of Jesus Christ, put their faith in Jesus and were baptized into 
Jesus. Apparently, Simon did too! However, as the story unfolds, it became clear that there was 
a problem with Simon’s faith, and the warning signs of Simon’s faulty faith showed two things 
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very quickly: (1) A devotion to a disciple and not to Jesus and (2) a focus on religious 
experiences rather than relationship with God. Simon continued or devoted himself to Philip. 
Simon was fascinated with Philip and with the way that the people were drawn to Philip’s 
message and to the things that God was doing through Philip. Simon was also focused on signs 
and great wonders. His interest was still in the experience that brought wonder more than it was 
in the person that has all the wonderful power: Jesus Christ.
1. What was the purpose of the signs and wonders that God did through the apostles and these 

first disciples in the church? Don’t speculate. Use Scripture to validate your answer.
2. Why is the Gospel — salvation through faith in Jesus — the greatest and most miraculous 

sign and wonder of all?
3. What is the danger of being devoted to a disciple? In what ways are you tempted to focus on 

religious experience to somehow validate and evaluate your faith?

The power of God through the Gospel of Jesus can unite even enemies as one in Christ 
(14-17).

These verses have been the used as the basis for a second baptism of the Holy Spirit 
and more, but in the overall narrative of Acts, the meaning is clear. There was great division 
between the Jews and Samaritans, and God was fulfilling His plan of leading His people to be 
witnesses for Jesus from Jerusalem, to Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth. A part 
of this growth of His Kingdom was to teach His people that through Christ we are all one as His 
disciples and as the family of God. In these critical verses, God sovereignly withheld the Holy 
Spirit from these Samaritan believers so that He could clearly unite the Jews and Samaritans as 
one through faith in Jesus Christ! God sent Peter and John as leaders in the church in 
Jerusalem so that they would see and would validate the grace of God through Jesus that was 
clearly given to the Samaritans. The incredible picture here is the unity that God builds through 
Christ even in the lives of those who were enemies before Christ. 
1. How do we know that this later giving of the Holy Spirit is not normative for the church today? 

Use Scripture to validate your answer.
2. Focusing on the historical relationship between the Samaritans and Jews, discuss how God 

broke that barrier through the Gospel. What are some relationship barriers today in our lives 
and in our community? How can the Gospel break those barriers?

3. Based on the barriers you identified, break into groups of three or four in your group and pray 
that God will unite even enemies in our lives/community as one in Christ.

The power of God can’t be bought; it can only be received by faith with a contrite heart 
(18-25).

God’s power gave Peter discernment and courage to speak clearly to Simon and to call 
Simon to repentance. We are not sure what happened because Simon’s last words indicate that 
he still doesn’t get it! It’s not up to Peter to fix the problem; the problem is between Simon and 
the Lord. True saving faith is a faith that surrenders to the power of God through the glorious 
Gospel of Jesus Christ. True saving faith is a faith that repents and turns to Jesus, running from 
selfish sin to our selfless Savior.
1. How do Peter’s words to Simon clearly indicate that Simon did not have a saving faith in 

Jesus Christ? When you read Peter’s words, what strikes you most?
2. What was the fundamental problem with Simon’s request and his motive?
3. In what ways do people still commit the sin of “Simony,” attempting to gain the power of God 

or the grace of God for personal gain and motives?
4. Who can you share this story with this week? Is there someone like Simon that you know who 

needs to know how saving faith is truly received? Pray for them, and commit to go and tell!
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